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The impossible task of traveling 25.6 trillion miles * A torsion balance was designed to be a force probe Force vs. Length L, > L F = 1+ U, p
to Alpha Centauri, our closest star, is now possible. for the reflection of lasers between mirrors. AR C

L = length between spacecraft and laser array
L.= max distance before beam diameter is greater than
spacecraft diameter
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* These are the theoretical results for infinite
* Focusing a stream of photons into a bounces.
concentrated beam makes a laser. Shining a

laser on a mirror results in it being reflected at

an inverse angle.

DISCUSSION

* Although photons are massless, they carry * Future methods include shining the laser through a * Graphs depict that by adding a second reflector
momentum. Because of this they can hit hole in a mirror directly aligned with the reflector.

we get double or triple amount of force than on
objects with force.

just one reflector.
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